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Rochester Childfirst Network 

Child Care Built for Life 

 

In mid-nineteenth century Rochester, many children were not properly cared for; 
often they were seen begging in the streets. In 1857 a group of civic-minded 
women, led by Mrs. Ebenezer Griffin, founded the Industrial School of Rochester. 
Their first act of generosity there was to offer a Christmas meal to 300 poor 
children. 

Our founders believed that children living in poverty deserved to learn, to work, to 
obtain honest and honorable support, and to òbecome special members of society.ó 
Today RCN continues to give children the skills they need to reach their full 
potential.  

As the third-oldest early education center in the United States, RCN has evolved 
with the changing needs of society and children. At RCN we emphasize social-
emotional skill development that helps children develop positive relationships with 
each other, their teachers, their families and their communities. RCNõs content-rich 
programs help children develop foundational skills in language, literacy, math, 
problem solving and self-control.  

RCNõs work is based on the most current research and best practices available, 
including  the  Teaching  Pyramid.  Thanks  to  the  Rochester  Early  Childhood 
Assessment Partnership (RECAP), QualityStarsNY and other assessments, we use 
data to inform our decisions and formulate instruction. RCNõs outstanding 
reputation attracts children and families from the City of Rochester, Pittsford, 
Brighton, Penfield, Greece, Rush-Henrietta and of course the South Wedge. 

Beyond the walls of our South Avenue and Center City locations, RCN provides 
nutritional support and professional development for professionals who care for 
children in their homes. RCN is dedicated to the quality child care throughout our 
community by making sure the Family Child Care providers have best practices to 
serve the thousands of children in their care.  

Rochester is a special place, and RCN has a special place in its history. As we 
celebrate our 159th year of serving children, weõre proud to bring together our staff, 
our community partners, and families that come from a variety of backgrounds and 
experiences, to ensure that we provide Child care built for life. 

WHO WE ARE 

OUR MISSION  

RCN is a not-for-profit agency dedicated to advancing the quality of early education and care in Western 

New York through leadership, advocacy, and innovative direct services to children. 

OUR VISION  

Every child will grow up safe and strong, able to achieve his or her full potential. 
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